THE TRAGEDY OF RAMS A? MACDO^ALD
ateiy and to discuss independent action, the death tick is
audible in the rafters/
What changed the growing disaffection from a secret intrigue
against Lloyd George to an open attack on the Coalition
Government was the action of Lord Beaverhrook.    He is a
vivid, volatile, outspoken personality with the faith, the cour-
age, and enthusiasm of an evangelist*   At a time when so few
politicians believe in anything, it is amazing that this man
lias not long ago been disillusioned.   In spite of set-backs, of
discouragements, desertions* and betrayals by his allies from
time to time, he still remains neither embittered nor dismayed,
but confident in the ultimate triumph of his gospel of Empire
Free Trade.    Jle has preached this policy with an almost
religums fervour.   He is a Scot, founder and proprietor of the
Daily JKxpms with its over two million readers, and he has
sacrificed  leisure,   comfort,  money,   and  popularity  to the
cause he believes in,   His dour determination and passionate
sincerity have made him what Alan BrtH'k would call* a bonnie
fcchtcr.1   It was he who gave the revolt in the Tory Party its
effective direction and most powerful drive.   When he joined
the attack on tho Government and put  the power of his
popular Press behind the attack, and above all when he per-
suaded Bonar Law to take a hand, the fate of the Coalition was
sealed.    Lord Beuverhrook's challenge in the Coalition was
not on personal but on patriotic grounds*    With complete
consistency he  was  leading  an  agitation  against  Britain's
participation in foreign troubles.   This is the principle which
he has since advocated so strenuously, as the determining
factor in cmr relations with foreign states.   I !e had become very
much disturbed with the dangerous position into which this
country was drifting.   He had been to the Kast and the situa-
tion there alarmed him.    He saw the imminent clanger of
Britain's being drawn into a Greco-Turkish war on the side
of Greece*   He hurried home to use all his powerful resources
in the cause of peace.   He appealed to Lloyd George, Lord
Birkenhead, and Winston Churchill, that is the triumvirate
which dominated the Coalition Cabinet, to come to terms
with the Turkish Government.  Failing to move them he sought
out Bonar Law in his retirement and swept him into action
with the sensational slogan, * These men mean War/
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